BY-LAWS OF THE 

LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER COACHES' ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE I--MEMBERSHIP

1.0
Membership
1.1
In order to be a member in good standing in the association, each member must  

            pay annual dues by the date imposed. 

1.2 An application must accompany the dues.

1.2.1
The application must be approved by the Executive Committee.

1.2.2
If membership is denied, the President shall give written notice to the principal, athletic director or the coach of the reasons why membership was denied. In order to reapply, the applicant must wait one school calendar year.

ARTICLE II--FEES

2.0
Annual dues of twenty dollars will cover the period of September 1 through  

            August 31. 

2.1
Dues are payable on or before the scheduled fall meeting.  All checks should be  

            made payable to the LHSSCA and sent to address listed on the yearly application  

            for membership.

2.2
Any member in arrears of dues by the due date of payment shall be suspended   

            from the privileges of this association.


2.2.1
The executive committee will reserve the right to review any extenuating  

                        circumstances.

ARTICLE III--OFFICERS

3.0 Executive Committee
3.1
The Executive Committee will be comprised of the President, 1st Vice-President,  

            and 2nd Vice-President. Boys and Girls Division shall be represented on the  

            Executive Committee.


3.1.1
Duties of the Executive Committee



3.1.1.1
The President shall be responsible for calling and presiding over  

                                    meetings; preparing the agenda for each meeting; maintaining  

                                    relations with the various outside sports organizations that may be  

                                    relevant to soccer; will be responsible for all financial matters 

            pertaining to this organization and will report to the members at   

            each meeting.  The President shall also be responsible for the 

            public relations of the LHSSCA.

3.1.1.2 1st Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in the  

            event of his/her absence; is responsible for the membership  

            directory of either the boys or girls division; will conduct the  

            weekly LHSSCA coaches’ top ten poll for either the boys or girls 

            division.  The 1st Vice-President will collect all applications and   

            fees for either the boys or girls division and forward the fees to the  

            President.  Finally, the 1st Vice-President will conduct the All-State   

            balloting for the boys or girls division with the assistance of the  

            Regional directors.

3.1.1.3
The 2nd Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in  

             the event of the absence of both the President and the 1st Vice- 

 president; is responsible for the membership directory of either the   

 boys or girls division; will conduct the weekly LHSSCA coaches’  

 top ten poll for either the boys or girls division.  The 2nd Vice- 

 President will collect all applications and fees for either the boys  

 or girls division and forward the fees to the President.  Finally, the  

 2nd Vice-President will conduct the All-State balloting for the boys  

 or girls divisions with the assistance of the Regional directors.

3.2
Appointed Officers
3.3
Appointed officers shall include the Secretary/Treasurer and the four regional  

            directors.


3.3.1
Duties of the Appointed Officers



3.3.1.1
The Secretary/Treasurer will assist the President with all financial  

                                    matters of the LHSSCA; will be able to sign on the association's  

                                    checking account; will give a financial report to the members at the  

                                    spring general membership meeting; will communicate the All- 

                                    State Teams and Coach of the Year awards to the media of the  

                                    entire state.  The Secretary/Treasurer will generally assist the  

                                    President with all communications and public relations of the  

                                    LHSSCA. 

3.3.1.2
The Regional Directors will assist the 1st and 2nd Vice-President's 

in obtaining 100% membership each year; will encourage the  nomination and voting for players/coaches during the All-State balloting process; will assist in the conducting of the weekly LHSSCA coaches polls; will assist the Secretary/Treasurer with communication to the local media; will communicate directly with the President any soccer concerns of his/her region.  The Regional Directors will occasionally conduct regional meetings (generally in the fall) with the assistance of a member of the Executive Committee.

3.4
School Head Advisor
3.5
The Executive Committee shall appoint the position of School Head Advisor for a two-year term.


3.5.1
Unless otherwise decided upon by the Executive committee, the School Head Advisor will generally be the principal or head master of the school of the president of the LHSSCA.

3.5.2
Duties of the School Head Advisor



3.5.2.1
The School Head Advisor will act as liaison for the members of the 

                                    LHSSCA and the LHSAA; will inform principals/headmasters  

                                    of association agendas when necessary.

ARTICLE IV--VOTING

4.0
Each member is permitted one vote per issue.  

4.1
Issues other than membership will require participation by at least fifty percent of  

            the membership in attendance at a meeting, or at least fifty percent response to a 

mail-out (or email) vote, with a simple majority of the fifty- percent necessary for a decision to be reached.

ARTICLE V--ALL STATE PROCESS

5.0
All State Selection

5.1
Each division in both boys and girls will select All-State team.


5.1.1
Nominations

5.1.1.1
Any member may nominate players or coaches from his/her division.  The players may be from the nominating coach's team or from an opposing team.  



5.1.1.2
Nomination forms will only be accepted from the members in good 

standing who have paid their dues by the appropriate deadline.

5.1.1.1.2 NOTE: Players whose coaches are not LHSSCA 

members are still eligible for nomination and selection provided that he or she is nominated and/or voted upon by LHSSCA members.

5.1.1.3
Nomination forms are due to the 1st or 2nd Vice-President within 72 hours after the respective division's Semi-Finals.


5.1.1.3.1 Nomination forms may be sent to the 1st or 2nd Vice-President any time after the respective division's playoffs have begun.


5.1.2
Balloting



5.1.2.1
A ballot will be created from the nominations and distributed to  

the members within 48 hours of the completion of the division's respective State Championship.



5.1.2.2 Members who did not send in nominations are still eligible to vote.


5.1.3
Voting



5.1.3.1 Only members in good standing may vote for the All-State teams.



5.1.3.2 Each member school may send in only one ballot for their 

respective boys and/or girls divisions.



5.1.3.3
A coach/member may vote for players of his/her own team.



5.1.3.4
Each ballot must be identified with the members signature and 

school of association.  (Note:  Typing a name in an electronic 

blank constitutes a coach’s signature.)
5.1.3.5
Each member may vote for up to 14 players in your respective division (including your own), one State MVP, and one Coach of the Year.

5.1.4
Naming of All-State Teams


5.1.4.1
All-State first and second teams shall be named for each division   

                
(Boys and Girls).

5.1.4.2
There shall be at least ten field players and one goalkeeper named to the first team.


5.1.4.2.1 Players making the first team shall be determined by a 
   combination of two factors including the total number of   

   voters in the division and the natural cutoff (or break  

   point) of the votes.


5.1.4.2.2 A player must receive a minimum of four votes in order 
   to be considered for the 1st team.


5.1.4.2.3 The results of the voting will be available to any member 
   of the LHSSCA at the spring general membership 
   meeting.  Immediately after the meeting all ballots will be  

   destroyed.

5.1.4.3
There shall be at least ten field players and one goalkeeper named to the second team.


5.1.4.3.1 Players making the second team shall be determined by a 
   combination of two factors including the total number of 
   voters in the division and the natural cutoff (or break 
   point) of the votes.


5.1.4.3.2 A player must receive a minimum of three votes in order 
   to be considered for the second team.


5.1.4.3.3 The results of the voting will be available to any member 
   of the LHSSCA at the spring general membership 
   meeting.  Immediately after the meeting all ballots will be 
   destroyed.


5.1.5
State Most Valuable Player (MVP)



5.1.5.1  Each division in both boys and girls will name a Most Valuable 
  Player.

5.1.5.2  The player who receives the most MVP votes will be named the 

             LHSSCA State’s Most Valuable player.

5.1.5.2.1  The MVP does not necessarily have to have the most 1st 

    Team votes because there is separate voting for the  

    MVP.



5.1.5.2.2  If two or more players receive the same number of MVP 

     votes, the tie will be broken by using the number of 1st   

     team votes.



5.1.5.2.3  If the number of MVP votes is tied, and the number of 1st 

    team votes is tied, then CO-MVP’s will be named.
5.1.6
Coach of the Year

5.1.6.1 In order to be selected as Coach of the Year, the coach must be a 

            LHSSCA member in good standing.

5.1.6.2 The Coach of the Year balloting will occur as part of the All-State   

 
balloting.

5.1.6.3 The Coach who receives the most votes in each division shall be 

 
named the LHSSCA Coach of the Year.


5.1.6.3.1  If the number of votes is tied, each coach will receive the 

                distinction of being named Coach of the Year.

ARTICLE VI--ACADEMIC ALL-STATE

6.0
Academic All-State

6.1
Each division in both boys and girls will select an Academic All-State team.

6.2
Criteria


6.2.1
Each varsity head soccer coach will nominate varsity soccer players who  



meet the following criteria:


6.2.1.1
The nominated player must be in his or her senior year in high  



school.


6.2.1.2
The nominated player must have a minimum of an accumulated  



3.50 grade point average based on a 4.0 scale for his seven  



previous semesters in high school.  



6.2.1.2.1 Do not give extra quality points for honors courses, AP  

              

   courses or other extra quality point courses.  (A=4;   



               B=3; C=2; D=1; F=0).



6.2.1.2.2 GPA is based on first seven (7) semester grades.   


     

    Be sure to include the 1st semester of senior year.



6.2.1.2.3 GPA must be carried out to two (2) places.  Round to  


    

   the nearest hundredths place. (3.489 becomes 3.50) 



6.2.1.2.4 Use your school’s system of computing GPA’s for  


     

   graduation.

6.2.1.3
The nominated player shall have exhibited excellence in high 

school soccer.  Coaches will use discretion to determine “excellence” in high school soccer.  

6.3 Selection and Recognition

6.3.1
Student-Athletes who meet all of the criteria mentioned in section 6.2 shall be considered Academic All-State.

6.3.2
Schools may honor their student-athletes as they see fit.  However, the LHSSCA requires the following:


6.3.2.1 Student-Athletes should not be recognized as Academic All-State  

 

players until:



6.3.2.1.1 The completion of the high school soccer season.


6.3.2.1.2 Their school’s All-District selections have been  

                      


   completed.



6.3.2.1.3 The grades of the nominee are verified by their schools  

              

    academic administrator, senior guidance counselor or  

 

                athletic director.

6.4 Promotion and Publication

6.4.1 The LHSSCA will promote and publicize the Academic All-State teams  

         during the weekend of the State Championship matches.  

6.4.1.1 Schools wanting to have their student-athletes publicly recognized  

                  must email, fax, or mail the enclosed LHSSCA form the       

                  corresponding Vice-President (Boys or Girls) by the due date.

6.4.1.2 Schools must use the official form to send in the Academic All- 

 

State selections to the LHSSCA.  (All detailed information about  



each student-athlete will be held in the strictest of confidence.  


Only the names and positions of the selected students will be 


released to the media.)



6.4.1.3 Schools may reproduce the official LHSSCA Academic All-State 



certificate to give to their selections.
6.5 Oversight

6.5.1
The Executive committee reserves the right to insure the legitimate 

            conduct of the Academic All-State process.

ARTICLE VII--LHSSCA HALL OF FAME

7.0
Hall of Fame

7.1
Beginning in 2007, the LHSSCA will name two persons per year to the LHSSCA Hall of Fame.

7.2
Nominations, with resume, must be submitted to the President and postmarked no later than January 30th.

7.3
The Executive Committee with the advice and consent of the Regional Directors will select members to the Hall of Fame from the nominations.  The recipients will receive a plaque at the annual general membership meeting.

7.3.1
The President will keep an on-going file of nominations to be considered each year.  Future nominations will be selected from the historical nominations or the current year's nominations.

ARTICLE VIII--APPEALS TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
8.0
Appellate Process

8.1
All appeals regarding a member's unsporting conduct, unprofessional conduct, or violating the association Constitution or By-laws must be directed to the President. The President will bring this issue to the Executive Committee and will be dealt with in accordance to the LHSAA rules and regulations.

8.2
Any member is entitled to a hearing before the Executive Committee.  All appeals 

will be heard at the spring general membership meeting.

ARTICLE IX--AMENDMENTS

9.0
Amendments
9.1
These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at the annual general membership meeting provided that proposed amendments have been submitted in writing to the Executive Committee and placed on the agenda for the meeting. Any approved amendments will be put into effect the following season.

9.1.1
With the advice and consent of the Regional directors, the Executive committee may institute emergency amendments.

